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The mind rules our acts. It also rules our
sensibility and, for that very reason, our happiness.

It is only necessary to stint or to nourish it,
and, in Its turn, it will affect our way of seeing and
feeling things, in short, it will shape our happiness.

VIII. Morality is only a partial conception
of our mind. We can form and de-form it, ac-
cording to the elements which enter into its
composition. We slander morality by calling it
exclusively innate. If this were true, religion and
pedagogy would become equally useless, and we
might close at the same time both the schools and
the churches.

But happiness depends chiefly upon the moral
feelings. Intelligence and happiness often follow
two parallel lines, which appear analogous, though
they are not identical. Intelligence acts upon
happiness only in an indirect manner by influencing
our morality and our aspirations. But happiness
has its roots sunk in the moral domain. Vainly
would the sources of happiness be sought elsewhere.
The man who has not succeeded in implanting
them in his conscience, will find them neither in
wealth, nor in honours, nor in pleasures.

External circumstances can do everything:
they can even destroy us, but they cannot give us
happiness if our morality does not aid them. That